
bodeGB

167 Rivington St. Lower Level East, New York, NY 10002   Wednesday - Sunday 12-6   info@bodega-us.org

Artspace, November 17, 2018bodeGB

167 Rivington St. Lower Level East, New York, NY 10002   Wednesday - Sunday 12-6   info@bodega-us.org

On View Now: 9 Not-to-Miss Artworks in Downtown NYC
By Artspace Editors

NOV. 17, 2018

This week, Artspace slugged through the snow to find some of the most intriguing artworks on 
view in the lower east side and downtown New York. Compelling works by a mix of emerging, 
mid-career, and historic artists are presented below—and all of them are worth making the trek to 
see in person.

JASON BENSON
Enter the green, 2018

Bodega

In Enter the green, an upside-down mouse suspended from a curled red tail stabs itself with a 
sword. This image (a crest for masochists?) has been painted on square tiles snuggled inside a 
mosaic. An industrially-produced metal hook is slipped into the top right corner. Enter the green 
is part of a larger mosaics show currently on view at Bodega. Benson mishmashes internet-era 
imagery with figures that could have been pulled from an illuminated medieval manuscript. 
Involuntary Self-Immolation (2018) features buff demons, a sun that wouldn’t be out of place on 
a Sublime album, and small stock-image photographs of nature. In the press release, Benson’s 
wife, Erin Jane Nelson, points out that mosaics appear in places of religious worship, but are also 
a home craft; Benson’s pieces seek to hold both of these contexts at once. “From the vastness of 
fables through time and cultures to the smallness of the shards of failed ceramics we have made 
together, between the tenderness of love and sex and the inconceivable backdrop of environmen-
tal doom is where you will find the works in this exhibition.”
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Phillip March Jones, Art in America, December 10, 2018

Jason Benson, Shock Portal, 2018, mosaic, pastel, and resin on wood panel, 40 x 30 
inches. Courtesy of the artist and Bodega, New York.

What to see in New York: 
Curator Phillip March Jones on shows up now 

Jason Benson’s work at Bodega is familiar for the same reasons. 
Benson makes wall pieces, filled with images of fantastical beings, 
which combine painting and mosaic.  Looking a them, I couldn’t 
help but think of vernacular artists who have also worked with 
mosaic—Simon Rodia in Los Angeles, Isaiah Zagar in Philadelphia, 
and Raymond Isadore in France, among them. I found the work 
discomforting, but I ended up looking at it for a long time.
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THE DOWNWARD SPIRAL: CONDO NEW YORK
Column

by Dean Kissick 

Bodega hosting Galerie Crèvecœur, Paris
2:39pm, 167 Rivington Street

A fantastic collaborative effort from both galleries. I particularly like Naoki Sutter Shudo’s C’est la guerre! (2018), a dark, smoky, 
enamelled C-print that brings to mind 17th-century Dutch still lives while also suggesting a much larger landscape through the play 
of light across its teapots and ceramics; Than Hussein Clark’s Julian Dreams of the Hudson (Tissot: I do do don’t want to be a doll) 
(2016), which is a folding transparent Perspex screen printed with patterns and slogans and smeared with a scene of naked figures 
in the river; and Jason Benson’s Noontide Demon (2018), a painted mosaic of medieval spectres and dragons, one of whom blows 
the words “Cold Drynks” from a horn. Some say that Paris is flowering into a new European capital of art. Going by this show; let’s 
move to Belleville.

Naoki Sutter-Shudo, C’est la guerre!, 2018

Jason Benson, Noontide Demon, 2018



bodeGB

167 Rivington St. Lower Level East, New York, NY 10002   Wednesday - Sunday 12-6   info@bodega-us.org



bodeGB

167 Rivington St. Lower Level East, New York, NY 10002   Wednesday - Sunday 12-6   info@bodega-us.org

Stephanie Dowda, ArtsATL, March 1, 2016
bodeGB
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A conversation with Erin Nelson and 
Jason Benson, the minds behind 
Species Gallery
Stephanie Dowda - Mar 1, 2016 in Art+Design

Species interior view 2, courtesy of Species Gallery.
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Stephanie Dowda, ArtsATL, March 1, 2016
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Jeanne Gerrity, Artforum, July 2015
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