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Sean Tatol, Mahnattan Art Review, February 2021

Naoki Sutter-Shudo - Don pur de la nature - Bodega - **.5
The show is mostly a bunch of polished sticks. I like nature as much as 
anyone, but the natural can become a dangerous proposition for artists 
when you lean too hard into letting nature speak for itself and it ends up 
doing all the heavy lifting for you. How different is this art from hand-
made walking sticks you can buy from some old hippies at a farmer’s 
market? The video piece is of some wooden box and screw sculptures that 
I assume the artist made, which are better than the sticks, but the montage 
editing and soundtrack of François Couperin and slowed Isley Brothers 
directs the experience too much and feels like cheating in the same way 
that calling a stick a sculpture feels like cheating. I’d rather see the boxes 
themselves in the show, I’m a grown adult and I can sensualize my own 
viewing experience. I get the feeling that the artist meditates too much, if 
you experience too much pleasure from sitting in sunlight or whatever you 
expend the energy that you’d otherwise reserve for your art.


